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and this allegation is unquestionably correct. The
party protected the interests of the small bourgeoisie,
and even of speculators ; the latter were organized
in " trade unions " of bank and stock exchange
officials, of dairy producers, meat and fish dealers,
of Government officials, etc., and served the party
as a counterpoise to the workers in the C.N.T.
Syndicates. By introducing the Stakhanov system,
the Communists sponsored the principle of a strong
differentiation in wages which aroused considerable
dissatisfaction among unskilled labour. They re-
fused to consider even such reasonable Anarchist
proposals as, for instance, the supervision of the
Bourgeois Government and its military courts by
organized labour. When militarization was intro-
duced on October roth, 1936, the discussion of
strategic questions was forbidden to the soldiers
and since then the significance of the soldiers'
meetings has persistently declined. Even political
discussion was frowned upon and the army had to
be content with mere information imparted by the
political commissar. Officers, who until January
1937 were chosen by the men (this was also true in
my case), were now appointed and transferred by
the Ministry. Originally both militiamen and
officers were paid ten pesetas a day, which in pro-
portion to the wages of agricultural labourers was
undoubtedly too high. At a later date, two and a
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